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unrest, and to-day's random revolutionary dynamism with its
rage for marching, there are deep common elements. I cannot
pursue them, although in this very field there is sounder
instruction to be had about what is actually going on among
us than in the purely political field. Had this youth movement
deceived itself as to its true nature when it thought that its
urge to escape from conventionality could be satisfied by return
to a pre-Liberal era? Was it really in search of the traditions
of a class assumed to be close to nature, the peasantry, was it
in search of the virtues of guild or corporative life, or the virtues
of a genuine and national-minded Conservatism, or the concen-
tration on all that was essentially German? Or was the new
sense of life, the inner restlessness and desire for fulfilment, a
continual readiness for change, growth, rejuvenation, a sense
of life that was consciously anti-rational, producing the
organization of a new sort of comradely association, an order
based on leadership and vassalage? In these early preliminary
stages of the "awakening" the division existed already between
a pursuit of a genuine ordering of life out of the elements of
our recent past, and a radical, revolutionary urge that threw
State and society back to the primitive origins of a tribe with
its headman and his followers.
After the world war, after the tremendous experience of the
life in the trenches, this movement turned to politics, finding
renewal and growth through the Biinde, or brotherhoods. The
change was confined to youths from middle-class homes, and
this fact set limits to its influence, but at the same time it had
a disintegrating effect on the middle class which a proletarian
movement would not have had. The revolutionary elements
within the middle class came together in the youth movement
and its Btindet and began to destroy the middle class from
within. But it was only through the political association with
the National Socialist Storm Troops, which had but a super-
ficial resemblance to the JBUnde, that elements of the youth